Contact:  Meredith Emmanuel, (818) 349-8822[image: image1.jpg]



                meredith@cinemalibrestudio.com
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 17, 2005
 

 

Cinema Libre Signs 'McLibel' for U.S. Distribution
Doc on McDonald's v. UK Activists' Case Wrapping Production 
After European Courts Rule in Activists' Favor This Week
 

     LOS ANGELES - Cinema Libre Studio of Canoga Park signed a U.S. and Canadian theatrical, broadcast and DVD distribution deal yesterday with Journeyman Pictures, Ltd. and Spanner Films of London for director Fanny Armstrong's controversial documentary, "McLibel."  
 

     Filmed over three years, "McLibel" follows the story of London Greenpeace activists Helen Steel and Dave Morris as they are transformed from anonymous campaign volunteers into unlikely global heroes, defending themselves throughout the longest trial in English legal history. The single father and part-time bar worker were both sued by McDonald's in 1990 after their non-profit group was infiltrated by "McSpies.”
 

     On Wednesday, the European Court of Human Rights declared that the notorious "McLibel" case breached Steel and Morris' rights to a fair trial, to freedom of expression and had failed to protect the public's right to criticize massive corporations whose business practices can affect people's lives, health and the environment. 

 

     "Now we've got an ending-and-a-half for the film," says Armstrong.
 

     Cinema Libre plans to launch "McLibel" theatrically in mid April - to coincide with McDonald's 50th anniversary. Marketing plans include a New York event featuring the film's central figures and leading anti-McDonald's activists. 
 
About Cinema Libre Studios
Cinema Libre Studio is an entertainment company dedicated to creating quality films with global appeal. It is a haven for filmmakers with views, offering one-stop shopping for production, co-production, distribution, marketing and post-production services. Headquartered in Los Angeles, the company has offices in Paris, London, Munich, Rome, Madrid and Tokyo. The company is best known for distributing the films "OutFoxed: Rupert Murdoch's War on Journalism," "Uncovered: The War on Iraq," "Unconstitutional," "Unprecedented" and David O. Russell's "Soldiers Pay."  For more information please call the above or visit www.cinemalibrestudio.com 
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